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	A summary of the Bills drafted by the Electoral Reform Committee


The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Amendment) Act 2008

A BILL

FOR

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 1999

Mixed Member Proportional Representation (Sections 49 & 91)

· The House of Representatives shall consist of three hundred and sixty members representing constituencies of nearly equal population as far as possible, provided that no constituency shall fall within more than one State.

· The House of Representatives shall also consist of one hundred and eight additional members based on and in proportion to the number of valid votes cast and attributed to the respective candidates of political parties.

· A political party that wins less than 2.5% or more than 70% of the three hundred and sixty members representing constituencies such a political party shall not be entitled to any additional member based on proportional representation. 

· Every political party entitled to a share in the number of additional members based on proportional representation shall nominate women candidates who shall constitute 30% of the list of additional members to which such party is entitled while another 2% of the list shall be candidates nominated to represent physically challenged persons. 

· A House of Assembly of a State shall consist of three or four times the number of seats which that State has in the House of Representatives divided in a way to reflect, as far as possible, nearly equal population.

· A House of Assembly of a State shall consist of not less than twenty four and not more than forty members.

· A House of Assembly of a State shall also consist of additional members based on proportional representation the number of which shall be 30% computed by reference to the number of members in each House of Assembly.

· The additional members in the House of Assembly shall be shared amongst the political parties based on and in proportion to the number of valid votes cast and attributed to the respective candidates of the political parties.

· If a political party wins less than 2.5% or more than 70% of the number of members elected to the House of Assembly based on the twenty four and forty cut off mark, such a political party shall not be entitled to any additional member based on proportional representation.

· Every political party entitled to a share in the number of additional members in the House of Assembly based on proportional representation shall nominate women candidates who shall constitute 30% of the list of additional members to which such party is entitled while another 2% of the list shall be candidates nominated to represent physically challenged persons. 

Staggered Elections (Sections 64&105)

· The Senate, the House of Representatives and State Houses of Assembly shall stand dissolved at the expiration of a period of four years commencing from the date of the first sitting of the House.

· Elections to the Senate, House of Representatives and State Houses of Assembly shall be staggered in relation to the first set of elections held after the coming into force of this section.

· After the coming into force of this section, half of the membership of each House of the National Assembly and the State Assembly shall stand dissolved at the expiration of a period of two years from the date of the first sitting of the House and after the coming into force of the new Constitution.

· The formula for determining which half of the members shall stand dissolved will be determined by the independent National Electoral Commission in consultation with political parties with membership in the Assembles. 

Independent Candidature: National and State Assemblies. (Section 106):

· Candidates to be nominated by not less than ten registered voters.
· Each registered voter’s signature on the nomination form shall be verified and authenticated.

· Candidates must be nominated from at least two-thirds of the electoral wards in the relevant electoral constituency. 

Independent Candidate (Presidency):

· The Presidential candidate shall be nominated by not less than ten registered voters.

· Each registered voter’s signature on the nomination form shall be verified and authenticated.

· The Presidential candidate must be nominated from at least two-thirds of the electoral wards in the relevant electoral constituency

Constituency Delimitation Commission (Sections 71, 73 and 112)

· A Constituency Delimitation Commission shall be created 

· The Commission shall be made up of a Chairman and Deputy Chairman

· The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Commission shall not be of the same gender

· Members of the Commission shall be drawn from the Independent National Electoral Commission, the National Population Commission, the National Boundary Commission, the National Identity Management Commission, Office of the Surveyor General of the Federation and National Bureau of Statistics, 

· None of the representatives shall be below the rank of Director

Fixed Days for Election: (Sections 76, 116)

· Elections to each House of the National Assembly and the State Houses of Assembly shall take place within the second week of the month of November  of the year preceding the year prescribed in the Constitution for the dissolution of each House 

Funds of the Commission (Sections 81&
84)

· The funds of the Commission shall be charged to Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation shall be paid directly to the Commission.

· The recurrent expenditure of the Commission shall also be so charged to the Consolidated Revenue Fund. 

States Independent Electoral Commission (Sections 124(4) 197, 201)
· States Independent Electoral Commission deleted from the Constitution.

· Sections 124(4) 197, 201 amended to effect the deletion

Dates for Election: Presidential and Gubernatorial Elections :( Sections 132 & 178)

· Presidential and Gubernatorial elections to hold within the first week of the month of November of the year preceding the year prescribed in section 135 of the 1999 Constitution provided that such date shall not fall on Friday, Saturday or Sunday. 

Canvassing for Votes (Section221)

· Independent candidates can canvass for votes and votes can be canvassed on their behalf

· Only political parties can canvass for votes for any candidate at any election.

· Only political parties can contribute to the funds of any political party or to the election expenses of any candidate at an election.

Additional Condition for Party Registration (Section 222)

· To be qualified for registration an association must have functional and verifiable offices in at least two-thirds of the States of the Federation.
· The headquarters of the association must be situated in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

The Court of Appeal on Electoral Matters

· In dealing with election matters, the Court of Appeal shall be duly constituted if it consists of not less than five Justices of the Court of Appeal.

· The President of the Court of Appeal may make rules for regulating the practice and procedure of the Court of Appeal and of election tribunals.

Decisions of the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court on Electoral Matters (Section 294)

· In any appellate proceedings relating to election petitions, the Supreme Court or the Court or Appeal may first pronounce its decision orally and give its reasons for the decision at a later date.

· The Election Tribunal or the Court of Appeal in  their original jurisdiction shall deliver their decision in writing not later than one hundred and twenty days after the conclusion of the election concerned

The Independent National Electoral Commission

· The Independent National Electoral Commission shall comprise the following members –

a. a Chairman, who shall be the Chief Electoral Commissioner and a Deputy Chairman, so however that they shall not both be of the same gender;

b. Six persons, two of whom shall be women;

c. One nominee of civil society organizations working in the area of elections;

d. One nominee of labour organizations;

e. One nominee of the Nigerian Bar Association;

f. One nominee of women’s organizations; and

g. One nominee of the media.

· Every member of the Commission shall –

a. be non-partisan and shall be a person of unquestionable integrity;

b. Be in possession of commensurate professional, administrative or academic experience; and  

c. Not be less than forty years of age but fifty years in the case of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman.

· Members of the Commission shall be appointed by the Council of State on the recommendation of the National Judicial Council and the appointment shall be subject to confirmation by the Senate.

· No organization from which a nominee is selected for appointment to the Commission shall be entitled to recall any such member.

· Each member of the Commission shall hold office for a period of five years from the date of his appointment and shall be eligible for re-appointment for successive terms of five years but shall vacate office upon reaching the age of seventy years.

· A person holding office as a member of the Commission may be removed from office by the Council of State acting on an address supported by two-thirds majority of the Senate praying that he be so removed for inability to discharge the functions of the office (whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause) or for misconduct.

· The Commission shall have power to –

a. organize, undertake and supervise all elections to the office of the President and Vice President, the Governor and Deputy Governor of a State, and to the membership of the Senate, the House of Representatives, the House of Assembly of each State of the Federation and of the Local Government and Area Councils;

b. Arrange and conduct the registration of persons qualified to vote.

c. Prepare, maintain and revise the register of voters, in consultation with the National Population Commission and other competent bodies in the area of civic identification or registration established by an Act of the National Assembly or any law;

d. Ensure that all members of the Commission, electoral and returning officers take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by law;

e. Delegate any of its powers to members or staff of the Commission; and

f. Carry out such other functions as may be conferred upon it by an Act of the National Assembly.”

The National Judicial Council

· The National Judicial Council shall have power to-

a. Recommend to the Council of State from amongst persons which the National Judicial Council would have screened for that purpose, including persons submitted to it by the organizations entitled to do so, for appointment as Chairman, Deputy Chairman and other members of the Independent National Electoral Commission;

b. Advise the Council of State on any matter relating to the reappointment of any member of the Independent National Electoral Commission or on the removal from office of any such member.

c. Establish such rules as the National Judicial Council may consider appropriate for the screening and selection of candidates and their eventual recommendation to the Council of State for appointment.

Political Parties Registration and Regulatory Commission

· The Political Parties Registration and Regulatory Commission shall comprise the following members –

a. Chairman and Deputy Chairman, so however that both of them shall not be of the same gender; 
b. Six other persons, of whom two shall be women.

· Members of the Commission shall be non-partisan and shall be persons of unquestionable integrity.

· Shall be appointed by the President for a term of five years and such appointment shall be subject to confirmation by the Senate.

· May be re-appointed for a further term of five years only.

· Any person holding office as a member of the Commission may only be removed from that office by the President acting on an address supported by two-thirds majority of the Senate praying that he be so removed for inability to discharge the functions of the office (whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause) or for misconduct.

· The Commission shall have power to –

a. Register political parties in accordance with the Constitution and an Act of the National Assembly;

b. Monitor the organization and operation of political parties, including their finances;

c. Arrange for the annual examination and auditing of the funds and accounts of political parties and publish a report on such examination and audit for public information;

d. Monitor political campaigns and provide rules and regulations which shall govern the political parties and independent candidates running for any election under the Constitution;

e. Accredit domestic civil society organizations working in the area of elections;

f. Accredit international election observers

g. Accredit domestic and international media organizations observing elections;

h. Issue such rules and regulations which the Commission may consider appropriate in relation to the conduct and activities of the organizations and persons accredited to observe elections.

i. Appoint, promote, dismiss and exercise disciplinary control over the staff of the Commission in accordance with the provisions of an Act of the National Assembly; and

j. Carry out such other functions as may be conferred upon it by the National Assembly.

ELECTORAL OFFENCES COMMISSION ACT, 2008

A BILL

FOR

AN ACT TO EASTABLISH THE ELECTORAL OFFENCES COMMISSION AND FOR OTHER MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH


Establishment and Composition 

	
	· The Commission shall consist of the following members

a. A Chairman and Deputy Chairman, so however that they shall not both be of the same gender;

b. Six persons, of whom two shall be women;

c. A representative of the Federal Ministry of Justice not below the rank of a Director nominated by the Attorney- General of the Federation; and

d. A representative of the Nigeria Police Force not below the rank of an Assistant Inspector-General of Police nominated by the Inspector General of Police.

· The members of the Commission, other, than ex-officio members, shall be appointed by the President but subject to confirmation by the Senate.

· The members of the Commission, other than ex-officio members, shall be appointed for a term of five years and may be reappointed for a further term of five years only; but any such member may be removed from office by the President acting on an address supported by two-thirds majority of the Senate praying that he be so removed for inability to discharge the functions of the office (whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause) or for misconduct.

· Members of the Commission shall be non-partisan and shall be persons of unquestionable integrity and:

· In the case of the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman be not less than forty-five years in age; and

· In other cases be not less than forty years in age.

· The Commission may establish an office in each State of the Federation and in the Federal Capital Territory.




· There shall be established for the Commission a secretariat which shall be headed by a Secretary who shall be appointed by the Commission.

· Service in the Commission shall be public service for the purposes of the Pensions Reform Act 2004.

· Officers and other persons employed in the Commission shall in respect of their service in the Commission, be entitled to pensions, gratuities and other retirement benefits.

· For the purposes of the application of the provisions of the Pensions Reform Act 2004, any power exercisable under the Act by a Minister or other authority of the Government of the Federation (not being the power to make regulations under the Act by a Minister) is hereby vested in and shall be exercisable by the Commission and not by any other person or authority.

· The Commission shall establish and maintain a fund from which there shall be defrayed all expenditures reasonably incurred by the Commission for the execution of its functions.

Report of Activities and Training Program

· The Commission shall, not later than 30th September in each year, submit to the National Assembly a report on its activities during the immediately preceding year and shall include in such report the audited accounts of the Commission.

· The Commission shall initiate, develop or improve specific training programmes for its law enforcement and other personnel charged with responsibility for the eradication of offences created by the Act.

Investigation and Prosecution of Electoral Offences

· An Officer of the Commission when investigating or prosecuting an electoral offence shall have all the powers and immunities of a police officer under the Police Act and any other laws conferring power on the police or empowering and protecting law enforcement agents.

· If, in the course of any investigations or proceedings in a court in respect of the commission of an electoral offence or an offence by any person, there is disclosed an offence under any other written law, not being an electoral offence or offence under the Act, irrespective of whether the offence was committed by the same person or any other person, the officer of the Commission responsible for the investigation or proceedings, as the case may be, shall notify the Director of Public Prosecutions or any other officer charged with responsibility for the prosecution of criminal cases, who may issue such direction as shall meet the justice of the case.

Duties of the Commission

· It shall be the duty of the Commission:

a. Where reasonable grounds exist for suspecting that any person has conspired to commit or has attempted to commit or has committed an electoral offence or an offence under the Act to receive and investigate any report of the conspiracy to commit, attempt to commit or the commission of such offence and, in appropriate cases, to prosecute the offenders;

b. To examine the practices, systems and procedures of any electoral entity and where, in the opinion of the Commission, such   practices, systems or procedures aid or facilitate electoral offences to advise and assist on ways by which electoral offences may be eliminated or minimized by such entity;

c. To advise the electoral entities of any changes in practices, systems or procedures compatible with the effective discharge of the duties of electoral entities as the Commission thinks fit to reduce the likelihood or incidence of electoral and related offences;

d. To educate the public on and against electoral and related offences; and 

e. To enlist and foster public support in combating electoral offences.

Penalty for Electoral Offences

· Any person who:

a. Attempts to commit any electoral offence;

b. Does any act preparatory to or in furtherance of the commission of any electoral offence; or

c. Abets or is engaged in a criminal conspiracy to commit any electoral offence;

d. Commits any electoral offence; shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction, be liable to the punishment provided for such offence.

Reporting Electoral Offences

· Every report relating to the commission of an electoral offence or any offence may be made orally or in writing to an officer of the Commission.

· If such a report is made orally it shall be reduced into writing and read over to the person making the report; 

· Every such report shall be signed or thumb-printed by the person making it; and where the person making the report is an illiterate the officer obtaining the report shall endorse that fact on the report together with a statement to the effect that it was read over and interpreted to the maker.

· Every report, whether in writing or reduced into writing, shall be entered in a book kept at the office of the Commission and there shall be appended to such entry the date and hour at which such report was made.

· Where an officer of the Commission has reason to suspect the commission of an offence following a report made or information otherwise received by him, he shall cause investigation to be made and for such purpose may exercise all the powers of investigation provided for under the Act or any other law.

· A report made or information received by the Commission relating to the Commission of an offence shall not be disclosed by any person other than to the officers of the Commission until the accused person has been arrested or charged to court for an offence arising from such report.

Officers Investigating Electoral Offences

· An officer of the Commission investigating an electoral offence may:

a. Order any person to attend before him for the purpose of being examined in relation to any matter which may, in his opinion, assist in the investigation of the offence;

b. Order any person to produce before him any book, document or any certified copy, or any other article which may, in his opinion, assist in the investigation of the offence; or

c. By written notice require any person to furnish a statement in writing made under oath or affirmation setting out all such information required under the notice, being information which, in such officer’s opinion, would be of assistance in the investigation of the offence.

· A person who has been summoned by the Commission or ordered to produce a document or furnish a statement in writing shall:

a. Attend in accordance with the terms of the order to be examined, and shall continue to attend from day to day where so directed until the examination is completed; and

b. During such examination disclose all information which is within his knowledge.

Summons of the Commission 

· A person who has been summoned by the Commission or ordered to produce a document or furnish a statement in writing shall:

a. Not conceal, destroy, remove from Nigeria, or mutilate, expunge or dispose of any book, document or article specified in the order or relevant to the investigation, or alter or deface any entry in such book or document, or cause such act to be done, or assist or conspire to do such act.

· Any person who contravenes the provision of the Act relating to disobedience of order to attend, produce documents, furnish information or who conceals or destroys information shall be guilty of an offence punishable with a term of imprisonment not exceeding three months.

· The Commission may issue a summons directed to a person complained against or any other person to attend before the Commission for the purpose of being examined in relation to the complaint or in relation to any other matter which may aid or facilitate the investigation of the complaint; and a summons so issued shall state the substance of the complaint, and the time and place at which the inquiry is to be held.

· Where the person summoned by the Commission is in the service of Government, the Commission may deliver the summons in duplicate to the Head of the Department in which such person is employed for the purpose of its being served on that person.

· Where a summons has been served upon the person to whom it is addressed or is delivered to any other person, the person to whom it is addressed or delivered, as the case may be, shall sign a receipt.

· A person required to sign a receipt on the back of the duplicate summons to the effect that he has received the summons who refuses to do so may be arrested by the person serving the  summons and shall be guilty of an offence and upon conviction be liable to one month imprisonment or a fine of five thousand Naira.

Reasonable Suspicion the Commission of Electoral Offences 

· Where the Commission is satisfied that a summons directed to a person complained against or any person has been served and that person does not appear at the time and place appointed in the summons, the Commission shall have power to arrest and detain any such person.

· Whenever it appears to the Chairman upon information, and after such inquiry as he shall consider necessary, that there is reasonable cause to suspect that in any place there is any evidence of the commission of an electoral offence or offence under the Act, he may by written order direct an officer of the Commission to obtain a court order to:

a. Enter any premises and search for, seize and take possession of any book, document or other article evidencing the commission of such offence;

b. Inspect, make copies of or take extracts from any book, record or document;

c. Search any person who is in or on such premises and, for the purpose of such search, detain such person and remove him to such place as may be necessary to facilitate such search, and seize and detain any article found on such person;

d. Break open, examine, and search any article, container or receptacle; or

e. Stop, search and seize any vehicle or conveyance.

Search Warrants 

· Whenever it is necessary so to do, an officer of the Commission exercising any power to enter, search and seize items in a premises shall obtain a warrant from a judge or Magistrate to:

a. Break open any outer or inner door or window of any premises and enter thereto, or otherwise forcibly enter the premises and every part thereof;

b. Remove by force any obstruction to such entry, search, seizure or removal as he is empowered to effect; or

c. Detain any person found in or on any premises or in any conveyance searched or until such premises or conveyance has been searched.

· No person shall be searched during break in, seizure of removal except by a person who is of the same gender as the person to be searched.

Duty to Give Information to the Commission 

· Every person required by an officer of the Commission to give any information on any subject which it is the duty of such officer to inquire into which is in that person’s statutory power to give, shall be bound to give such information, failing which he shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction liable to imprisonment for six months or a fine of ten thousand Naira.

Punishment for Electoral Offences 

· Any person who:

a. Refuses any officer of the Commission access to any premises or fails to submit to a search by any person authorized to search him;

b. Assaults or obstructs any officer of the Commission or any person authorized by the Commission in the execution of his duty;

c. Fails to comply with any lawful demand, notice, order or requirement of an officer of the Commission in the execution of his duty;

d. Fails to produce, or conceals or attempts to conceal from an officer of the Commission, any book, document, or article, in relation to which such officer has reasonable grounds for suspecting or believing that an electoral offence or offences has been or is being committed, or which is liable to seizure;

e. Rescues or endeavours to rescue or causes to be rescued any person who has been duly arrested or anything which has been duly seized; or

f. Destroys anything to prevent the seizure thereof or the securing of the thing, shall be guilty of an offence punishable with imprisonment for one year without the option of a fine.

Bail for Electoral Offences 

· Every electoral offence or offence shall be a bailable offence for the purposes of the Criminal Procedure Act or Code.

· Every person arrested may be released from custody on his executing a bond with sureties, as an officer of the Commission may require.

· Any person who has been released from custody may be re-arrested without warrant by any officer of the Commission –

a. If such officer has reasonable grounds for believing that any condition on which such person was released or otherwise admitted for bail has been broken; or

b. On being notified in writing by the surety of such person that such person has broken or is likely to break any condition on which such person was released and that the surety wishes to be relieved of his obligation as surety.

· Any person arrested on grounds of challenges with bail conditions or bail bond who is not released on bail shall, without unreasonable delay, and in any case within twenty-four hours (excluding the time for any necessary journey) be produced before the Court and if it appears to the Court that any condition on which such person was released or otherwise admitted for bail has been or is likely to be broken, the court may:

a. Remand such person in custody; or

b. Admit such person to bail on the same conditions or on such other conditions as it thinks fit.

· Where a person who is arrested for an electoral offence or offences is serving a sentence of imprisonment or is in detention under any law relating to preventive detention, or is otherwise in lawful custody, he shall, upon an order in writing by an officer of the Commission, be produced before such officer or before any other officer of the Commission for the purpose of investigation and for such purpose he may be kept in lawful custody for a period not exceeding fourteen days.

· A person who is detained in lawful custody or otherwise under any other written law may, at any time, be made available to an officer of the Commission for the purpose of investigation, or may be taken to any other place for the purpose of searching the place, or seizing any property, or identifying any person or for any other purpose related to the investigation.

· The period during which a person is under lawful custody for an electoral offence shall count towards the period of his imprisonment, detention or other custody.

· Any part-heard proceedings pending before any court, in relation to any electoral offence, immediately before the coming into force of this Act, shall be continued and completed as if this Act had not been made.

A BILL

FOR

AN ACT TO AMEND THE ELECTORAL ACT, 2006.

Officers and staff of the Commission

· An office of the Independent National Electoral Commission shall be established in each state of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory.

· The State offices of the Commission shall be headed by a Director of Elections.

· Directors of Elections shall be posted to a location other than that of their origin.

The Registration of Voters 

· Registration of voters shall be computerized and ongoing.

· Simplified and comprehensive procedure for public verification of the voters register shall be provided and the voters must have access to them.

· The Independent National Electoral Commission shall provide all political parties with copies of the voters register.

· The breakdown of figures of the voters register shall be made public and the public must have access to them.

· Blind or other persons with disability shall be assisted to register.

· The Independent National Electoral Commission shall issue to every voter a permanent voters registration card prior to any election.

· Persons caught and convicted of selling and buying of voters card shall pay a fine of N200,000 or imprisonment not exceeding two years or both and shall , in addition be disqualified from participating, as a candidate, in any election conducted under the act for a period of ten years from the date of his conviction.

The Conduct of Elections 

· The Independent National Electoral Commission can employ such officers including ad hoc or temporary staff drawn from the public service of the Federation or of a State or serving members of the National Youth Service Corps.

· The list of ad hoc or temporary staff engaged by the Commission shall be published to enable members of the public raise objection as to their character and partisanship.

· The number of voters allotted to each polling station shall not be more than 500.

· Polling stations shall be located in schools, community centres or other institutional buildings.

· Temporary polling units may be established at or in the vicinity of permanent premises.

· The Independent National Electoral Commission shall adapt polling stations to accommodate the needs of voters who are blind or who suffer other physical disability.

· All ballot papers must have watertight security features and transparent tracking system.

· Each political party shall forward to the Electoral Officer of the Local Government or Area council concerned the name, address, photograph and specimen signature of their polling agent.

· The credentials of the polling agent must be authenticated by the Electoral Officer at least 30 days before the date fixed for the elections.

· Ballot materials shall be placed under the protection of electoral officers with the support and assistance of members of the security agencies. 

Electronic Voting Machines 

· The Commission shall have the discretion to determine and decide when and how to use Electronic Voting Machines in any election.

· The Commission may as a transitional measure start using Electronic Voting Machines in some Local Government and Area Council elections.

Power to Effect Arrest

· A Police Officer, acting on his own initiative, may effect the arrest of an applicant for ballot paper for impersonation. 

Secrecy of Tendered Ballot

· The Presiding Officer shall take reasonable steps to ensure the secrecy of tendered ballots.

Prescribed Forms for Election

· The Form prescribed by the Independent National Electoral Commission for recording of votes shall be signed and stamped by the Presiding Officer and countersigned by the candidates or their polling agents where available at the polling station both immediately before the commencement of voting and at the close of the poll. 

· The guidelines for step by step recording of poll shall also contain information on the number of voters, votes cast, invalid votes and tendered ballots.

· Every result form completed at the ward, Local Government, State and National levels shall be stamped, signed and counter signed by the relevant officer, police officer, State Security and, where available, polling agent at any such level and copies shall be given to the concerned police officer, State Security Service Officer and polling agent while another copy shall be posted at the relevant polling station.

Deposit Payable by Independent Candidates

· Independent Presidential candidates shall pay a deposit of N2,000,000.00

· Independent Governorship candidates shall pay a deposit of N1,500,000.00

· Independent Senatorial Candidates shall pay a deposit of N1,000,000.00

· Independent House of Representatives candidates shall pay a deposit of N500,000.00

· Independent State House of Assembly candidates shall pay a deposit of N250, 000.00.

Grants to Political Parties 

· The Political Parties Registration and Regulatory Commission created pursuant to the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria shall after the 2011 elections adopt a new formula for the distribution of any grant to registered political parties made available by the National Assembly and this should take into consideration the performance of parties in the election. 

· The Political Parties Registration and Regulatory Commission shall distribute grants only to political parties that score not less than 2.5% of all eligible votes cast in election to the National Assembly.

· 10% of the grant shall be shared equally among all eligible political parties; and

· The remaining 90% shall be shared among eligible political parties in proportion to the total number of eligible votes cast for its candidates in the election to the National Assembly.

Ceiling for donation to Individuals 

· The ceiling for the total donation which an individual can make to a candidate are as follows:

1. Presidential election, N20,000,000;

2. Governorship election, N15,000,000;

3. Senatorial election, N10,000,000;

4. House of Representatives election,N5,000,000;

5. State House of Assembly election,N2,500,000;

6. Local Government Chairmanship election, N3,000,000; 

7. Local Government Councillorship election, N500, 000. 

Contravention of Ceiling for Donations 

· Candidates that knowingly contravene the ceiling for donations shall on conviction be liable to pay the following fines:

1. Presidential election, N20, 000,000;

2. Governorship election, N15,000,000;

3. Senatorial election, N 10,000,000;

4. House of Representatives election,N5,000,000;

5. State House of Assembly election,N2,500,000;

6. Local Government Chairmanship election, N3,000,000; 

7. Local Government Councillorship election, N500, 000.

Conduct of the Media 

· State human and material resources, including state-owned media, shall not be employed to the advantage or disadvantage of any political party or candidate at any election.

· Any public media that contravenes the provisions of relating to equal airtime to political parties and coverage to political parties shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction pay a fine of N500, 000 in the first instance and to a maximum fine of N1, 000,000 for subsequent conviction.

Procedure for Local Government Elections 

· Sections 120-123 of the Electoral Act, 2006 relating to Procedure for Local Government Council Elections are repealed.

·  References to Area Councils in sections 106-119 of the Electoral Act, 2006 shall be construed to include references to Local Government Council while Federal Capital territory shall be construed to include references to “State”.

· A new section 107A shall be added to the Electoral Act, 2006 to bring into being mixed member proportional system for Councils.  

Independent Candidates in Local Government Elections 

· A person standing for an election to a council as an independent candidate shall be qualified for election if he is nominated by not less than ten registered voters, each of whose signatures on the nomination form shall be verified and authenticated as provided by law, from at least two-thirds of the wards in the electoral constituency where he intends to stand.

· Candidates for Chairman shall pay a deposit of N300,000 and others shall pay a deposit of N50,000 but such deposit shall be refunded to the candidate if they secure not less than 10% of the total eligible votes cast in the concerned election.

Procedure for Proportional Representation 

· A new part VIIA shall be added to the Electoral Act, 2006 relating to Procedure for Proportional Representation and additional members in the House of Representatives.

· Every political party shall, in addition to the submission to Independent National Electoral Commission of the list of candidates which the political party proposes to sponsor at the elections to the House of Representatives at the same time submit a list of 108 candidates, arranged in order of preference, from which the political party intends to fill the seats of additional members in the House of Representatives.

· Every political party shall, in addition to the submission to the Independent National Electoral Commission of the list of additional members of  House of Assembly candidates which the political party proposes to sponsor at the elections to the House of Assembly at the same time submit a list of candidates, which shall be equal to 30% of the number of members of the House of Assembly, arranged in order of preference, from which the political party intends to fill the seats of additional members in the House of Assembly.

· Every political party shall, in addition to the submission to Independent National Electoral Commission of the list of candidates which the political party proposes to sponsor at the elections to a Local Government of Area Council under section at the same time submit a list of candidates, which shall be equal to 30% of the number of members of the Council, arranged in order of preference, from which the political party intends to fill the seats of additional members in the Council.

Penalty for offences Relating to Registration 

· Any person who commits offences relating to registration as provided in section 124 of the Electoral Act, 2006 shall be liable on conviction to a maximum fine of N100,000 or to 12 months imprisonment or to both and shall, in addition be disqualified from participating in any election conducted under this Act, as a candidate, for a period of ten years from the date of his conviction.

Election Petitions 

· An Election Petition shall be presented within seven(7) days from the date the result of the election is declared.

· The person whose election is complained of shall be referred to as the Respondent, but if the petitioner complains of the conduct of an Electoral Officer, a Presiding Officer, a Returning Officer or any other person who took part in the conduct of an election under the direction or control of the Commission, such officer shall not, for the purposes of the Act, be deemed to be a Respondent and, accordingly, it shall be sufficient for such a complainant to join only the Commission as a Respondent; so however that where such officers or persons are joined in the petition, the Tribunal or Court shall strike them out.

· An election may also be questioned on grounds that the election was invalid by reason of the use of State resources.

The Burden of Proof

· Notwithstanding the provisions of the Evidence Act, the burden of proof in relation to the fact that an election was conducted substantially in accordance with the principles of the Electoral Act shall lie on the Independent National Electoral Commission.

The Validity of an Election 

· If the Tribunal or the Court determines that the election of a candidate who was returned as elected was invalid by reason of the use of State resources the Tribunal or the Court shall nullify the election and, in addition, such candidate shall be disqualified from standing in any election conducted under the Act for a period of ten years from the date of such determination.

· If the Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may be, determines that a candidate returned as elected was not validly elected, the notice of appeal against that decision shall be given within seven days of the decision.

Procedure Rules for Election Petitions

· Pending the issue of new rules in that behalf by the President of the Court of Appeal, the rules of procedure to be adopted for election petitions and appeals arising there from shall be those set out in the First Schedule to the Electoral Act, 2006 as amended.

Trial and Prosecution of Offences 

· An offence committed under the Act shall be triable in a Chief Magistrates Court or a High Court of a State or, as the case may be, of the Federal Capital Territory.

· Any prosecution under the Act shall be undertaken by legal officers of the Electoral Offences Commission or any legal practitioner appointed by it.
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